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ABSTRACT 

Six evaluations of the elementary level social 
studies project The Family of Man are briefly described. In the first 
evaluation, conducted in Minnesota from 1967-69, taped interviews 
relating experimental and control group childrens* perceptions of 
other peoples were compared. Six major differences were noted b^^tween 
the groups, including an increased understanding of children in the 
experimental group that ways of living are learned. In the second 
evaluation, students in Belle vue, Washington, were queried about 
their knowledge of and interest in social studies.' Experimental group 
children generally knew more and were more interested. In the third 
evaluation, the Speedier project in Pennsylvania, researchers 
concluded that teachers and students involved in The Family of Man 
project were more interested in social studies than ever before. In 
the Chelmsford, Massachusetts study, scores of fourth' grade students 
using The Family of Man program were significantly higher than the 
national norm. In the fifth evaluation, test results of 700 first and 
.^seeontngfa^e' students in Fairfax County, Virginia^ schools indicated 
that children in the experimental group outperformed control group 
children in 36 of the 4C test items. In the final evaluation, 
researchers concluded from data in the November ,1973 issue of "Social 
Education" that The Family of Man had the best possible scores of any 
primary grade social studies program for which reports were receivedc 
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MinnoGuta: Marlowo Bcrg Study 



A. Conducted in sc!iools in tlio Minncapcl i s-St. Paul circa, 1967~1969» 
with chiloru;. in grados 1-4. 

B. Instruh^ont uzo:\: taped inlerviev;s relating to children's per- 
ceptions of other peo[)les. 

C. Results 

1. The pupils in classes using the Project's curriculum 
n^aterials ciode a significantly larger nurrber of responses 
noting si i •i_ij-:rj_tj es t'-etv/con thenisolves and the peoples of 
otl^er cultures than did children in otiier classes in the 
sa>'p,e schoo is . 

2. There were no significant differences in the nuinber of 
responses noting di f'!"_er_en_ce_5_ between themselves and 
ot.her peoples of the world. 

3. Children in the classes using the Project's curriculum 
made si g:i"i f icantly r:ore responses noting differences '\u 
envi ronr:::^ntal use . 

4. Children in the clcsses using the Project's curriculum 
made a significantly larger nu^rber of responses calling 
attention to the fact that ways of living are learned. 

5. Children m tho classes using the Project 's curricul urn- 
made co;v>':tits noting differences in skin color later 
during thj coui^se of interviews tlian did tliose not 
studying these courses. 

6. Rather a.T.biguous results were obtaino:' fi'cni the data 

' relating to the question, "Do childrer the primary 
level understand cultural chancjeV" The -„:v; numbers 
indicate relatively few responses re^rvant to this 
category. The percentage, however, >;hows the Project 
groups in a more favorable liglvt, although the differ- 
ences are not statistically significant. It would seem 
that a number of things may have occurred: Children of 
this age may not be able to co;:'prehend principles of 
culture change, the Project materials st-^essing this 
idea .may not have be?n dramatic enough tor tliis age 
grouPi or the study may not really have assessed chis 
area. Tiio questions ask::d, for example, m.ay not have 
been likely, when used w'th still pictures, to elicit 
ideas about change. Indeed, it may be surprising that 
children suggested as frequently as they did that the 
ways these people live fright change. Nevertheless, 
this sixth finding in the study has been used by the 
Project's staff in revising materials in the primnry 
grades to dramatize change more clearly. 



BollcvuG, Washington: Gilbert Sax and Ted KaltscuK^o study 

A. An attempt to (ietonnino IjOv; children studying under the experimental 
program cofnparc witli cliilclron studying under the reguUr social studies 
prof)ran] of the Eellovue Scliools on the basis of a number of cognitive 
and affective uioasures. The following questions v/ere to be ansv/erod: 

1. Are there any differences beiv/een the experirnental 
and control groups at the end of the experimental 
period as far as social studies iinowlcdge and dis- 
position tov;ard social studies are concerned? 

2. Is there any diffo'once between the experiniental and 
the control group^s of the previous year as far as 
retention of knowledge is concerned during the period 
between spring and fall of 1?68? 

3. Is there any difference between those teachers in the 
experimental situation and those in the control situation 
in regard to their attitude toward the social studies 
program. 

B. Instruments used 

1. Primary Social Studies Test for the lower grades of the 
elementary scliool developed by Rr^lph C. Preston and Robert 
V. Duffey, published by Houghton llifflin Ccmp'^ny, and de- 
signed to test tlie social stiidios content most commonly 
taught in tiie lower grades of the elementary school. 
AdministiM^cd to the fourth gradcM^s of both the experi- 
mental and control gi'oups in tlie fall of 1968 and to the 
third graders in the spring of 1969. 

2. Ranking of Subjects Survey developed by tlie investigators. 
Designed (.o dctc)^i:iirie tiie children's preference of social 
studies as compared to mathematics, science, English. 
Administered to tlie fourth grad^.r^s (the previous year's 
experimental control third grade classes) in tlie fall of 
1968 and to tlie third graders in the spring of 1969. 

3. In addition to tlie instruments listed above, the investigators 
developed a survey wliich was adnnn istered to the teacliers in 
the fall of 196S and again in the spring of 1969. This survey 
was desiciiK'd to determine whotlicr tliore were any differences 
between those teacliers in the exporiii^ental situation and those 
in thio control situ.'^tion in regard to their attitude toward the 
social studies program. 

C. Results 

1. In spite of the traditional orientation of the tests used, 
the children in the experimental group performed equal to, 
or better tlian the cliildrcn in the control groups. 



2. The perforrvmcG of thn third and fourth graders in the 
experimental ciroups was consistently superior to the 
performance of the third and fourth graders in the control 
groups. 

3. The attitude? of the experimental children toward such concepts 
as s ocial sturiios, Uni^tj^d S ta tes of /■.neri ca , and school tended 
to be norc" "posi tTve than'''the"'atti tudc^s o*f children in the con- 
trol groups. 

4. Roth the experiiren tal and the control groups showed approxi- 
mately equal ca[iability to retain what they had learned over 
a period of several niontlis. 

5. Tl^.o attitude of teachers involved in the Bellevue Experimental 
Social Studies Program toward social studies in general was 
more positive than the attitude of those teachers in the regu- 
lar program. 

III. SPEEDIER: Chuck f^ors study 

A. Pilot social studies materials project, 1968-1970, in suburban and 
rural coiir;uini ti es in South Central Pennsylvania as part of SPEEDIER 
Project, (Title III - ESEA). 

B. Instruments used 

1. Primary Social Studies Test by Houghton Mifflin, 
Grades 1-3 

2. STEP, Social Studies Tost by Educational Testing Service, 
Grades 4-5 

3. Teacher interviews and surveys 

C. Results. 

1. Children wore far more interested in social i^^tudies than 
ever before. 

2. Students appeared to be mastering t^ skills and 
generalizations. 

.3, In a number of classrooms, the ch . ju were more actively 
involved in the learning process. 

4. Teachers adopted a variety of teacliing strategies. 

5. Teachers did not feel confined to a book or a_ specific 
piece of information. 

IV. Chelmsford, fiassachusetts: SRA/ETS Study 

A. Chelmsford Public Schools implemented I-linnesota Project Social Studies 

(now known as T|;E FAMILY OF MAfj) in September of 1968. The social studies 
program at the primary grade level prior to that time had been based on the 
fairly traditional "expandir.g horizons" approach which used a text and re- 
lated materials. 
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B. Instriniicnts used with all grade four students 

1. SRA Achieve'-icnt Test: Social Studios 

2. STLP II Social Studies Achieve:p.ent Test 

C. Results 

]. Significant growth in post impl or.nntation scores after thi^ee 
yea)^ period (program ii "pl or.ented in grade one, Soptenibor 1968; 
Fourth gracio tost ad;iinistered in' Spring 1 972.) Grade four 
scores reported in grade equivalent norns: 



Year Admi ni r.tered National tiorm Chelmsford florm 



1968 4.4 4.5 

1969 4.7 4.8 

1970 no test administered 

1971 no test administered 

1972 4.7 5.3 

1973 4.8 5.4 

1974 4.7 5.4 



2. Overall Chelnsford children scored significantly higher than 
the national norms. 

3l Chelmsfor\i children have greater ascendency over the norns as 
/ they move up fron grcuPj 4 to 5, and from grade 5 to 6 indicating 
I a very positive cun;ulative effect. 

4. Lower scoring children have rr^ore ascendency over the no^ms than 
high scoring chilorcn. 

5. The individual test item analysis indicated that Chelmsford 
children at all grade levels scored significantly higher tl^an 
the norr.s gi^oup on categories wi^liin the test such as organizing, 
interpreting, and evaluating inrornation or any of the social 
science disciplines. Thv; would indicate that no aspect of the 
social studies pi^ograr:^ is being ignored. 

V. Fairfax County, Virginia: Ron Savage Study 

A. Sutnrrl)an Wasliir.g ton , D. C. residential comunity piloted Family cf Man 
materials in grades 1 and 2 during the 1972-1973 school year. 

B. Instrument used: Over 700 students were tested with the Primary 
Social Studies Tost of tlie Fairfax Achiev/ement Series developed 
by Dr. Cecil Clark, Division of Research and Testing, Fairfax 
County Publ ic Schools . 

C. Results 

1. Children in the experimental group outperformed the control 
group in 36 of the 40 test items. 
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2. The nicafi score difference of over tliroe points was significant. 

3* It made no difft^rence v/h^tlier the experimental cln'ld was in 
• grcido 1 or 2, ho/olie still outperf or:.:od his/lier control counter- 
part. First (jradors i:siiK] Tlio Family of t!an oven outscorod ll.e 
older second yi-aders who didn't use the program. 

VI. Social Lducation: Ciinn'culum Information Network 

A. Tlie 1073 i?;siJO of Social Fducation included the first report 
from t}\c ClM--Ciii^ri cul Information liotwork, a network of 
readers willing] to supply oval unti v^,' information on social 
studios curriculum matc:riais they wore using. Although only 
a sm^n 1 numl'Or of repO)-t^ \;ore recoivod on elcuiontary school 
niatoi ials, tiio numher of ropo)^ts received on The Family of f!an 
was coir.parablc to tliat of the othci" elementary programs. 

B. Questions as[:cd 

1. fiow well did these r-m trials work with your students? 
Possible responses: 1.? (alv^ays worked well) to 5.0 
(Never worked we 1 1 ) . 

2. I^ow do thoso imiter compare witli other social studies 
materials you have used? Possible responses: 1.0 (Mucli 
better) to ;).0 (Kucli worse). 

3. V/ould you' rucorimend lhc:so materials for use by others? 

1 .0 (Yes) to 3.0 (:;o). 

C. Results 

The Family of" '';an had the best possible scores of any primary 
grade social studies pro^:i am for win'ch reports \'*'ore received. 
(Question f/1 : 1.0; r2:"l.4; :^2: 1.4.) The program's 
effectiveness with students, question , was particularly 
signi f icant. 
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